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mad Ghori, and says how small were his resources com-
pared with theirs. He did not ascribe his victory to his
own exertions, but to the favour of the Almighty, who was
pleased to aid his efforts. The first of his troubles was
the discontent of his troops with the Indian climate ; but
the Padshah expressed his own intention of remaining,
whereupon most of his chiefs resolved to stay, and before
long all the Muhammadan princes in India acknowledged
his supremacy. But the Rajput kings of Chitor and
Mewat, with other Hindu princes, now resolved to expel
the new invader and marched to Fatehpur Sikri, near
Agra, to give battle to the Muhammadans. The adverse
prediction of an astrologer produced a despondent feeling
in the minds of Babar's chiefs and soldiers, but he made
an appeal to their honour, and for his own part cheerfully
engaged the enemy and gained a great victory. His
triumph was the greater that his advisers had counselled
returning to Kabul, to which Babar replied, " What will
the Muhammadan kings of the world say of a monarch
whom the fear of death obliged to abandon such a king-
dom? It is more consistent with true heroism to re-
concile ourselves to martyrdom ; for as it is certain that
the soul must quit the body, it-is fit that it should do so
with honour, for the whole object of a man's life should
be that when he dies he .nay leave behind him a spot-
less name." In fact, Babar thought the purple a worthy
mantle for a monarch 3'ivHy, and a glorious shroud for
the dead.
After the defeat of the Raja of Mewat, he reduced his
country, and laid siege 10 Chanderi, the Rajput garrison
of which fortress put their women to death and rushed
forth naked to immolate themselves upon the swords of.
the Muslims ; -and he took Rintimbur, a famous fortress
near Ajmir, and educed Bihar to obedience. Though
the latter prov* :e was subsequently seized by Mahmud